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SUBJECT: INTERNAL DEVELOPMENTS - VIEWS OF MA YU-CHEN 

1. LOCAL DPA CORRESPONDENT HANS BARGMANN ON JANUARY 16 
REPORTED TO USLO OFFICER RECENT CONVERSATION WITH MA 
YU-CHEN, DIRECTOR OF INTERNATIONAL LIAISON OFFICE OF THE MFA 
INFORMATION DEPARTMENT, CONCERNING INTERNAL DEVELOPMENTS 
IN CHINA. BARGMANN SAID HE DELIBERATELY TRIED TO 
PROVOKE MA BY ASKING IF A NEW CULTURAL REVOLUTION WAS 
BREWING. MA DENIED SUCH A POSSIBILITY BUT SAID IT WAS 
NECESSARY FOR LEADERSHIP TO TIE UP A FEW LOOSE ENDS LEFT 
OVER FROM THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION. ASKED IF THIS 
INCLUDED THE SHUFFLING OF REGIONAL MILITARY COMMANDERS, 

MA SAID THIS INDEED WAS PART OF WHAT HE REFERRED TO AND 
ADDED "I CAN ASSURE YOU THAT NONE OF THE COMMANDERS 

WILL OCCUPY EITHER OF THE TOP TWO POLITICAL POSTS IN THEIR 
PROVINCES." 

2. DURING ENSUING CONVERSATION WITH BARGMANN, USLO 
OFFICER EXPRESSED HIGH REGARD FOR MA S PROFESSIONAL 
COMPETENCE, AND BARGMANN REPLIED "OF COURSE YOU KNOW THAT MA 

15 CHOU EN-LAI’S NEPHEW." HE INSISTED THAT HE WAS 
CERTAIN OF HIS INFORMATION DESPITE OBVIOUS SCEPTICISM ON 
PART OF USLO OFFICER. BARGMANN ALSO NOTED PHOTOGRAPH (WHICH 
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WE HAVE NOT SEEN) OF CHOU, STANDING ON TARMAC IN SHANGHAI AS 
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PRESIDENT NIXON'S PLANE TOOK OFF IN FEBRUARY 1972, EMBRACING 
MA WHILE OTHER OFFICIALS AND PRESS CORPS LOOKED ON. 

3. COMMENT: BARGMANN'S REPUTATION AS AN INSIDE DOPESTER IS WELL 
KNOWN, AND HIS INFORMATION SHOULD BE TREATED WITH RESERVE. 

NEVERTHELESS, IT WAS HE WHO FIRST PASSED ON FROM THE RUSSIANS 
THE NEWS OF TENG HSIAO-PING'S PROMOTION TO POLITBURO 
STATUS, AND ANOTHER WITNESS TO CHOU'S GESTURE IN SHANGHAI HAS 
CONFIRMED BARGMANN'S STORY. IN ANY EVENT, MA YU-CHEN IS A YOUNG 
MAN TO WATCH. 

BRUCE 
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